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Samples of Cards, Comments and Gifts, given by Students and 

Colleagues of University of Bristol to Abhijit Guha on his 

leaving the university, are reproduced below. 

 

 

The students had only three working days to produce all these! 

 

 

I am very touched by their generosity and am very grateful for 

the inspiration they have provided. It is mainly through the 

love, interest and inspiration on their side over more than a 

decade that created a life-sustaining bond that I’ll cherish for 

ever. 

 

 

One day I hope to include in this compilation the countless 

Emails – long and touching - that I have received from the 

students and colleagues in addition to the gifts and cards shown 

below. 

 

My sincere apology if I have missed anything inadvertently. 

Thank you for all of your thoughtfulness. Please keep in touch. 

 

 

Abhijit Guha 
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Sample Cards, Comments and Gifts given by Students and 

Colleagues of University of Bristol on A. Guha’s leaving the 

university. 
 

 

Date: 20 March 2009 18:58 

+0000 

From: E England 

<ee7698@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: A.Guha@bristol.ac.uk 

Subject: card and present 

from 1st year aero's 

 

Dr Guha, 

 

The first year aero's have put 

a card and present for you in 

your pigeon hole. I hope you 

like them. 

 
Best wishes, 

 

Emma England 

From 1
st
 Year Aeronautical Class 
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From 2
nd

 Year Engineering Mathematics Class 
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From Professor Fabrizio Scarpa 
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Date: 10 March 2009 07:41 +0000 

From: Michael Wisnom <M.Wisnom@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

 

 

Dear Abhijit,    

 

I am sorry to hear that you are leaving.  You  have made many 

contributions to the department in the time you have been here,  and 

I have admired the way you have set such a high standard in all that 

 you have done. I hope everything works out for you in the future.    

 

Very best wishes,   Michael 

From Professor Michael Wisnom 
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From Dr Paul Harper 
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Date: 17 March 2009 22:10 +0000 

From: PG Boyle <pb4012@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

Hi Dr Guha, 

 

It's great that a lecturer takes so much pride in his students!  I, like many others, 

have really enjoyed being taught by you these last few years and it’s a shame the 

future students of Bristol University won't get to witness the legend that is 'Guha'. 

 

I wish you the best of luck in the future and congratulations on becoming 

a Professor - you thoroughly deserve it! 

 

Patrick Boyle 

4th Year Aeronautical 

 

Date: 17 March 2009 23:15 +0000 

From: M Jones <mj7855@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

I would like to wish you all the best in your new job in India. You have 

taught and inspired many students here and I feel incredibly fortunate to 

be one of them. I hope your students in India appreciate you like we have 

done. You taught me that to be outstanding is not impossible but simply a 

matter of applying yourself and putting in the time and effort in order to 

succeed, and of simply not giving up. Thank you for that inspiration. 

 

Thank you again and best wishes, 

 

Madeleine Jones 

2nd Year Engineering Mathematics 

 Date: 10 March 2009 12:04 +0000 

From: AA Jaffery <aj8677@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Fluids & Thermodynamics 

 

Hi, 

 

Being an Engineering designer, and seeing a multitude of departments and 

their lectures, from the first year at least, I can say that you are the 

best lecturer that we have had, and am gutted that you are leaving (since 

I wanted to do the units taught by you!) 

 

I am upset to hear that you are leaving and won't be here after the Easter. 

 

Your enthusiasm for your subject has helped in my determination and work, 

and you have set a model example role for all lecturers in the UK. I wish 

you all the best wherever you are heading, and already know that you would 

continue to research and prove successful in the field of fluids and 

thermodynamics (like your VKI lectures!) 

 

All the best, 

 

Ali Jaffery 

1st  Year Engineering Design 

 

Date: 07 March 2009 13:09 +0000 

From: T El Shabrawy <te5074@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: A.Guha@bristol.ac.uk 

Subject: 

 

Dear Dr. Guha, 

 

I was struck with shock and sadness when I heard you were leaving and was even 

more saddened when I heard you were leaving before the third term. I am hoping 

that I will get a chance to see you before you go to wish you farewell. I would like to 

take this opportunity - as I might not get the chance to again - to tell you how much 

I appreciate your lectures and more so your ability to communicate difficult ideas in 

a simple manner to myself and to my class.  

 

I feel like the aerospace department is losing its father almost - but someone else out 

there will be gaining a father so I guess it all balances out. 

 

It was an honour to be lectured by you and be sure that you will be missed by many. 

 

Kind regards, 

Tarek El Shabrawy 

(Year-out at Airbus, having completed 3rd year Aero) 
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From Burcu and Doug 
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From Dr Chrystel Remillat and Professor Fabrizio Scarpa 
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 11 

From 2nd Year Tutees 
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From Anna McNicol 
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From 2nd Year Engg Design Class 
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From Tim Carew 
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From 1
st
 Year Aeronautical Class 
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From Aeronautical Colleagues 
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Date: 22 March 2009 00:52 

+0000 

From: Y Perikleous 

<yp7591@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha 

<a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Re: Thank you 

very much 

 

Dear Dr. Guha, 

 

I'm very glad you received 

my sweets. They are 

(supposed to be) Cypriot 

truffles that I made myself! 

It was basically a goodbye 

gift from me in response to 

your 'leaving' e-mail. I wish 

you all the best in the future 

and hope you have a nice 

trip! 

 

 

Best regards, 

Yianna Perikleous 
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From Renate Stump 
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From Damian Boylan 
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From 1st Year + 3rd Year Tutees 
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From Neel Patel 
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From Tim Carew 
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Date: 18 March 2009 15:27 +0000 

From: "Meriouma Allouache, Engineering 01"  

<Meriouma.Allouache.01@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Abhijit Guha <A.Guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Cc: Meriouma.Allouache.01@bristol.ac.uk 

Subject: About your leaving! 

 

 

Dear Dr. Guha, 

 

This undoubtedly will be a loss not only to the whole department including 

students but also the university.  

 

 

I pray to God that you will continue to have a continuous and exceptional 

success in all what you offer for research and teaching for students. Also, 

a great popularity especially amongst students who have always loved you 

and found you very exceptional not only in your quality of teaching but 

also the atmosphere you provide in the classroom during one hour lecture 

that is very enjoyable and different from other lectures. We even have had 

some time for fun and jokes that you provided from time to time. 

 

 

The thing that I am sure every student will keep in his memory is that You 

have always been a very different lecturer who encourages meditation, 

profound understanding and even perfection through trying, dedication and 

meditation. Even if we forget some of the notions and we don't go back to 

the lecture notes, I am sure every student will remember the advice that 

you give about how we should reflect our understanding and make personal 

and intellectual judgments and how we should see, live and look at life. 

 

I wish you all the very best, 

 

Hope to hear from you soon about the details of your leaving. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

Meriem. 

 

 

Meriem Allouache, PhD Student. 

------------------------------------ 

Department of Aerospace Engineering 

University of Bristol 

Queens Building, 

University Walk, 

Bristol BS8 1TR. UK. 

 

 

Tel: + 44 117 331 7601 

Fax: + 44 117 927 2771 

E-mail: ma1615@bris.ac.uk 

From Meriem Allouache 
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Date: 17 March 2009 22:21 +0000 

From: J Noden <jn8446@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

Dr Guha, 

 

 

As a first year rep for Aeronautical Engineering i would like to relay to 

you how we think about you as a group. 

 

 

All of us have been very very grateful for the time and effort you have 

put in for us, giving all the extra hours for our Learning Enhancement 

sessions, which were well attended. It shows how great your lectures must 

be as Fluids and Thermodynamics has the best attendance from our course, 

hopefully subtle things like that help to show how truly appreciated you 

are. 

 

 

You have made a very hard subject seem so much easier and it is thanks to 

you that some of us feel so confident about extremely difficult concepts. 

 

 

It is a very sad shame that you are leaving us come Easter, but I’m sure I 

speak on behalf of all of us in wishing you the very best of luck as a 

Full Professor in India. . . you are a deserved professor in our eyes! 

Although we have only had lectures from you for two terms i can safely say 

that the group has been enlightened by your expertise. 

 

 

Thank you very much for enriching our learning over the last 20 weeks. 

Good luck in the future. 

 

 

All the best 

 

 

Jake Noden (1st year Aero rep) 

From Jake Noden 
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Date: 17 March 2009 23:15 +0000 

From: M Jones <mj7855@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

 

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

 

I would like to wish you all the best in your new job in India. You have 

taught and inspired many students here and I feel incredibly fortunate to 

be one of them. I hope your students in India appreciate you like we have 

done. You taught me that to be outstanding is not impossible but simply a 

matter of applying yourself and putting in the time and effort in order to 

succeed, and of simply not giving up. Thank you for that inspiration. 

 

 

Thank you again and best wishes, 

 

 

Madeleine Jones 

2nd Year Engineering Mathematics 

 

 

From Madeleine Jones 
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Date: 17 March 2009 22:10 +0000 

From: PG Boyle <pb4012@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

Hi Dr Guha, 

 

 

It's great that a lecturer takes so much pride in his students!  I, like many 

others, have really enjoyed being taught by you these last few years and it’s 

a shame the future students of Bristol University won't get to witness the 

legend that is 'Guha'. 

 

 

I wish you the best of luck in the future and congratulations on becoming 

a Professor - you thoroughly deserve it! 

 

 

Take care, 

 

 

Patrick Boyle 

 

From Patrick Boyle 
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From:    
 

"ESJ Taysom" <et8966@bristol.ac.uk> 

To:   Guha.A@rediffmail.com  

 

 Subject:    Fluids and Thermodynamics 

 

 Date:    Wed, 11 Mar 2009 22:38:06 IST 

 

 

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

Thank you very much for all of your lectures and extra classes. They've 

been thoroughly enjoyable and I've very much appreciated having such a 

challenging and interesting course. It's very satisfying to be given a 

rigorous explanation of the theory especially amongst so many coursework 

based units. 

 

I am very sorry that you are leaving as this will be a great loss to 

students and the department! 

 

Best wishes, 

Eloise Taysom 

 
 

 

 

From Eloise Taysom 
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Date: 18 March 2009 17:50 +0000 

From: R Shimmin <rs8933@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject:  Leaving 

 

Dear Dr Guha 

 

 

I am honoured to have been taught by you over the past few months, your 

dedication and enthusiasm for the subject of fluids and thermodynamics has 

definitely rubbed off on all of your students. I think it is brilliant the amount 

of effort you put into the subject to help others experience the thrill in which 

you must of felt during your first encounter with fluids and 

thermodynamics. I wish you well in your future career. 

 

 

Regards 

 

Robin Shimmin 

 

From Robin Shimmin 
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Date: 10 March 2009 21:28 +0000 

From: H Crabtree <hc7327@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: guha.a@rediffmail.com 

Cc: a.guha@bristol.ac.uk 

Subject: Thank you 

 

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

 

Just a note to express my sincere gratitude for all your hard work through 

the course of the year, with the lectures and particularly the extra 

learning enhancement sessions. I don't think we can really appreciate the 

effort you have put into the course, but I for one am extremely grateful. 

 

 

Your enthusiasm for your subject is both inspirational and infectious, and 

while I have to admit that in general I find Fluids and Thermodynamics one 

of the most challenging units of the year, it is also by far the most 

satisfying; creating a compulsion to solve problems that initially seem 

insurmountable, and the feeling upon completing a solution is incredibly 

uplifting. 

 

 

May I also take this opportunity to say that you will be sorely missed, 

and to wish you all the best for the future, I hope that your new job will 

be equally satisfying and inspiring to you and your future students. 

 

 

Best Wishes, and Many Thanks, 

 

HannaH Crabtree 

--  

EngMat 

Number: 0725327 

Tutor: Tijl de Bie 

Email: hc7327@bristol.ac.uk 

        lord_peter@hotmail.co.uk 

Phone: 07929141729 

 

From Hannah Crabtree 
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Date: 17 March 2009 22:22 +0000 

From: AJ Nail <an5693@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

Dr Guha, 

 

 

I was not aware you were leaving, what a great loss for the university. 

 

 

I did not always enjoy our first year lectures it is true to say, I did 

not always share your passion for fluids and thermodynamics or indeed gas 

turrbine cycles in 3rd year! Nevertheless I found your lectures and notes 

to be excellent and a testament to the passion you put into your teaching, 

a factor which sets you apart from the majority of your contemporaries. I 

might add that your sense of humour also went down very well! 

 

 

All the best for your move to India. I hope you manage to enthuse your 

students over there as well as you have done here. 

 

 

Alex Nail 

 

From Alex Nail 
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Date: 17 March 2009 23:53 +0000 

From: SA Watt <sw8540@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Leaving 

 

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

 

My name is Stuart, I am one of your first year aeronautics students 

 I just wanted to give my sincerest thanks for  

all the knowledge and wisdom you have imparted upon me in the past 6 

months. You are a truly inspiring lecturer and you have me determined to 

be the best engineer and thermodynamicist (I apologise for the spelling) I 

can possibly be. Even though I am sure that you will thrive in your new 

position I wish you luck and hope that you will enjoy it. 

Kindest Regards. 

 

 

Stuart 

 

From Stuart Watt 
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Date: 18 March 2009 15:57 +0000 

From: "T Matthews, Engineering 04" <tm4096@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: a.guha@bristol.ac.uk 

Subject: Goodbye and Good Luck 

 

 

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

 

May I take the opportunity to thank you for your teaching during my first 

year in 2004/5. I think you brought a quality to your lectures that other 

lecturers would not even consider to be in the remit of their work. 

 

 

Four years on, here are some of the highlights for me: 

 

 

- students having the opportunity to get up in front of the class and be 

more involved in the lectures 

 

 

- simple steps, major improvement, and the method of dealing with 

multi-variable problems. 

 

 

- Your attempt to eradicate the word basically, which I fear is a form of 

disease in the Bristol student community. 

 

 

- Your affirmation of my key principle when it comes to exam time, and 

learning written material in general - repetition pays! 

 

 

- Your attention to the 'bigger picture' of a student's learning - 

providing the inspiration and advice as well as the material. 

 

 

Over my years of study, many lecturers have misinterpreted the phrase 

'inspire you to learn' and taken it to mean that their job does not involve 

any form of teaching, feedback or measurement of students' progress. I know 

that you were always keen to gauge the abilities of the students and took 

every opportunity to enable us to demonstrate our learning. 

 

 

Best wishes for your next chapter, 

 

 

Tom Matthews 

 

 

---------------------- 

T Matthews, Engineering 04 

tm4096@bristol.ac.uk 

From Tom Matthews 
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Date: 10 March 2009 12:04 +0000 

From: AA Jaffery <aj8677@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: Dr A Guha <a.guha@bristol.ac.uk> 

Subject: Fluids & Thermodynamics 

 

Hi, 

 

Being an Engineering designer, and seeing a multitude of departments and 

their lectures, from the first year at least, I can say that you are the 

best lecturer that we have had, and am gutted that you are leaving (since 

I wanted to do the units taught by you!) 

 

I am upset to hear that you are leaving and won't be here after the Easter. 

 

Your enthusiasm for your subject has helped in my determination and work, 

and you have set a model example role for all lecturers in the UK. I wish 

you all the best wherever you are heading, and already know that you would 

continue to research and prove successful in the field of fluids and 

thermodynamics (like your VKI lectures!) 

 

All the best, 

 

--  

Ali Jaffery 

aj8677@bristol.ac.uk 

 

From Ali Jaffery 
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From: H EI-Sheikh he8747@bristol.ac.uk 

To: Guha.A@rediffmail.com 

Subject: Fluids and Thermodynamics Chapter 4 is a Modern Masterpiece 

  

Dear Dr Guha, 

 

I feel as if I must write to you concerning  Fluids and Thermodynamics, 

chapter 4- the first law of thermodynamics. As I think that no book can do 

more for the teaching of thermodynamics. 

 

 

Together with the learning enhancement sessions you have made the subject 

of thermodynamics very accessible, in fact in the last enhancement session 

it was exhilaration solving the gas turbine problem as a class. I think 

chapter 4 is key to the understanding of thermodynamics in this term and 

it has been written in such a way so that it can be understood easily. So 

for all those reasons I believe: 

 

Fluids and Thermodynamics, Chapter4 The First Law of Thermodynamics 

By Dr Abhijit Guha is a modern masterpiece. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Hussam EL-Sheikh 

 

From Hussam EL-Sheikh 
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From:   
 

G Tremain <gt8362@bristol.ac.uk> 

To:   guha.a@rediffmail.com 

Subject: 

  
Fluids and Thermodynamics 

Date:   Thu, 05 Mar 2009 05:00:30 IST 

Cc:   a.guha@bristol.ac.uk 

Dr Guha 

I was sad to hear that you're leaving Bristol university, as I've found  

your Fluids and Thermodynamics course the most interesting, influential and 

satisfying of all the courses we do. Obviously there's a lot of work, but  

there always will be if you're aiming to be your best. Fluids and  

Thermodynamics, especially applied to jet engines, has got me interested  

and I hope I may be able to pursue it later on in the degree, if I'm  

capable of it! 

 

Good luck in the next path of your career, and I'm sorry that I couldn't  

have learnt more from you in this field. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Greg Tremain 

 

---------------------- 

G Tremain 

gt8362@bristol.ac.uk 

 

From Greg Tremain 
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From: C Liang cl8066@bristol.ac.uk 

To: guha.A@rediffmail.com 

Subject:  Fluids and Thermodynamics 

Date: Thu, 12 Mar 2009 06:48:38 IST 

 

Dear Dr. Guha 

 

This course has been one of the most challenging, yet exciting course to  

me. I feel very fortunate to have such a dedicated lecturer to teach this  

subject. Your way of teaching makes this course very digestible and  

interesting to all students. I like how you encourage students to  

participate in class and throw a joke of two once in a while to ease the  

tension. 

 

I have missed out on the first two enhancements sessions due to my lack of  

discipline but I forced myself to go to the third one and found it  

extremely helpful. Honestly, I thought 3 hours of enhancement session would  

be a total pain, but it turned out to be very unique, enjoyable, and went  

by really fast. Thus, I also attended the last enhancement session, not  

only for the education but also for my personal interest. 

 

You have made fluids and thermodynamics an exciting and addictive course,  

and I would like to thank you for such a great educational experience and  

opportunity. 

 

Lastly, I would like to wish you good luck with what ever is ahead of you. 

---------------------- 

C Liang 

cl8066@bristol.ac.uk 

 

From C. Liang 
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Date: 07 March 2009 13:09 +0000 

From: T El Shabrawy <te5074@bristol.ac.uk> 

To: A.Guha@bristol.ac.uk 

Subject: 

 

 

Dear Dr. Guha, 

 

 

I was struck with shock and sadness when I heard you 

were leaving and was even more saddened when I heard 

you were leaving before the third term. I am hoping that I 

will get a chance to see you before you go to wish you 

farewell. I would like to take this opportunity - as I might 

not get the chance to again - to tell you how much I 

appreciate your lectures and more so your ability to 

communicate difficult ideas in a simple manner to myself 

and to my class.  

 

I feel like the aerospace department is losing its father 

almost - but someone else out there will be gaining a father 

so I guess it all balances out. 

 

 

It was an honour to be lectured by you and be sure that 

you will be missed by many. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Tarek El Shabrawy 

From Tarek El Shabrawy 
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From Kate Arbuthnot 
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From Paul Gallagher 
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From Students from Algeria at Bristol 



 52 

From Renate Stump 
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 From Students from Algeria at Bristol 


